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Core Values

Integrity, professionalism, 
excellence, and collaboration 
underpin all marketing efforts.

Dr. MOHAMED AHMED SULUB
President 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the University of 
Hargeisa, a place of opportunity, learning, and transformation. As 
we embark on the academic year 2024, I am filled with immense 
pride in the progress our university continues to make and the 
vital role it plays in shaping the future of our nation.

At the University of Hargeisa, we are committed to providing 
an environment where every student can thrive academically, 
socially, and personally. Our diverse programs are designed to 
prepare you for the challenges of the modern world while fostering 
a strong sense of responsibility, integrity, and community. I 
encourage you to take full advantage of the resources available 
to you, from our dedicated faculty and modern facilities to our 
vibrant student activities and career services.

This Student Guidebook is a valuable tool to help you navigate 
your journey with us. It outlines important information about our 
policies, programs, and support services, ensuring you have the 
knowledge needed to make the most of your time here.

On behalf of the entire university community, I wish you a 
successful, fulfilling, and memorable academic year. Together, let 
us continue to uphold the legacy of excellence that defines the 
University of Hargeisa.

Warm regards
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Vision

Mission

To be a leading university and 
knowledge hub in the Horn of 
Africa. 

To advance knowledge through 
excellence in teaching, research, 
and community engagement. 
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Grading System

SEMESTERS SHIFTS
FIRST SEMESTER                  
1st September— 15th January Each Year

SECOND SEMESTER             
1st February— 15th June Each Year

Morning                                           
7:00AM — 10:00AM

Freshmen                                                
10:00AM — 1:00PM

Afternoon                                         
4:00PM — 7:30PM
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• A student must have Somaliland 
Secondary School Certificate 
with a minimum of UoH accepted 
grade, or any other secondary 
school certificate (local or foreign) 
approved by the Ministry of 
Education of Somaliland and bears 
a minimum of the UoH accepted 
grade.

• A student must pay a non-
refundable $30 admission fee to the 
University accounts in Dahabshiil 
HRGD1006 or Salama 60007776.

• A student must fill and sign the 
declaration at the end of the 
application form, which specifies 
the requirements to continue as a 
registered student. 

• A student must pass an entrance 
examination.

• In faculties where their admissions 
are restricted to a limited number of 
applicants, acceptance will be based 
on students’results of the entrance 
examination.

• Multiple enrollments in different 
programs of the university are 
forbidden. Anyone found enrolled 
in multiple programs shall be 
disqualified from all programs.

• Mature students who have 
completed secondary school 
education will be eligible for 
admission. 

• They should be secondary school 
graduates who have graduated 
during the past 5 years.

• They must meet the requirements 
for the regular admissions as stated 
above.

Regular Admission

ADMISSIONS

Special Admission
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 ¤ Applications for transfers shall be 
considered exceptionally and on 
the basis of availability of space, 
facilities, and provided that the 
student has obtained grades that 
would normally be required of 
students for enrolment in the 
faculty concerned.

 ¤ A student can only be transferred 
to a department program that is 
similar to his/her enrolment and 
attended at least one semester 
with at least a CGPA of 2.00 in his 
previous institution. 

 ¤ In order to ensure the property 
interests of the institution of 
origin, the university shall require 
the applicant of a transfer to 
produce a document of property 
clearance and withdrawal from his 
previous institution if and when his 
application is accepted

 ¤ A student wishing to transfer will 
be required to fill in a standard 
transfer application form, which 
will be available at the Office of 
the Registrar along with copies of 
transcript and Secondary certificate. 
Payment of appropriate fees are also 
required.

 ¤ Both inter-faculty and intra-
faculty transfer shall depend on 
availability of space and facilities in 
the receiving faculty or department 
and a transfer applicant shall have 
grade levels that would normally be 
required of students enrolled into 
the department concerned. 

 ¤ Inter-faculty transfer is only 
applicable in areas of related 
programs of study.

 ¤ A student dismissed from his 
previous department shall not be 
eligible for transfer into another 
faculty or department of the 
University. 

 ¤ Inter-faculty and intra-faculty 
transfer application forms shall 
be available at the Registrar’s 
Office to be collected by applicants 
for a transfer upon payment of 
appropriate fees. 

 ¤ A transfer application form must 
be completed and returned to the 
Registrar and to the concerned 
faculty or department within a week 
after registration. 

 ¤ Students can make inter-faculty or 
intra-faculty transfers only within 
the first two weeks of the first 
semester. No inter-faculty or intra-
faculty transfers shall be allowed 
beyond this deadline. 

Requirements for
Inter-University Transfer 

Requirements for
Inter-faculty Transfer

TRANSFERS
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02

Serious Offenses

These include murder, rape, sexual violence, theft, 
serious bodily harm, drug abuse, blasphemous acts such 
as insulting religion and violation of Islamic ethics, 
incitement of students, fraud, forgery and bribery, and 
property damage.

Any student has the right to an 
appeal the penalties given.

STUDENT 
DISCIPLINE

Major Offenses

Obstruction or improper interference of university 
operations, misuse, cyberbullying, unauthorized use 
of university facilities, insulting or abusive language 
towards other students, staff or others. Defamation 
or damaging the university name plus organizing and 
support of violent protests.

Minor Offenses

Class disturbance in the form of interruptions of 
lectures, resisting instructions from the lecturer, 
making deafening noise, quarrelling and creating 
commotion in classrooms or offices, posting printed 
material inside the university without permission. Also, 
negative attitude or expression of disrespect towards 
other students, staff, or others in the university plus 
writing graffiti on buildings or property.

03
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ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT

• A student is required to attend all 
lectures, laboratory and practical 
sessions as well as field work. Any 
student who misses classes due 
to reasons beyond her/his control 
should immediately and regularly 
provide a valid and documented 
evidence for such absences.

• A student who has missed more than 
25% of the attendance of a course 
shall not sit the final examination of 
that course, so only her/his semester 
work shall be counted towards her/
his final grade.

• In situations where a student, 
because of reasons beyond his 
control, fails to attend all sessions, 
an attendance of 75 % shall be 
required if he/she is to earn credit in 
a given course

• Any student who fails to achieve 
a semester GPA of 1.50 or a CGPA 
of 2.00 shall be warned by his/her 
dean. 

• A student placed on probation shall 
be dismissed after two semesters 
on probation if he fails to raise his 
CGPA up to 2.00 and maintain it at 
that level, which would permit him 
to graduate with a CGPA of 2.00 or 
above.

 ¤ A degree candidate is required to 
have a minimum CGPA of 2.00 in 
his/her major, and the same applies 
to the minor.

Class Attendance Semester 
Achievements

Graduation 
Requirement

STUDENT GUIDE BOOK | 2024PAGE 9
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SEMESTER 
REGISTRATION

1. A student who has been offered by the 
University to pursue a program of study 
for any degree and has accepted the said 
offer is required to register in accordance 
with the procedures prescribed in the 
said offer letter.

2. A student who has registered for a 
program of study which has been offered 
shall register on a continuous basis with 
the University and should he/she fail to 
do so shall cease to be a student and his 
name shall be removed from the student 
register. 

3. For medical reasons, a student may 
be considered as deferment of his 
registration for a program of study. 
However, the deferment shall only be 
allowed until the following semester, 
or for Faculties that accept students in 
one semester only per academic session. 
Deferment is allowed for one session 
only. The offer shall lapse if the student 
still does not register in the ensuing 
semester or academic session concerned.

4. A student is not allowed to register 
concurrently for more than one program 
of study in any particular period of time 
at the university. 

5. A student is required to register for the 
courses they attend every semester at the 
Office of the Registrar and is subject to 
the maximum and minimum credit hours 
as may be prescribed in the regulations 
made under these Rules. 

6. A student is given a period of four weeks 
to complete the course registration. 
After this period, he is deemed to have 
withdrawn from the semester concerned 
if no registration has been carried out 
and no notification is received from the 
student concerned within the prescribed 
period and no solid justification 

• A student will be allowed to withdraw from 
a programme within eight weeks after the 
beginning of the semester. He/she must 
complete a withdrawal form provided by the 
Office of the Registrar.  

• When a student’s application for withdrawal is 
accepted, a copy of the accepted application will 
be given to the applicant and two copies will be 
respectively filed at the Office of the Registrar 
and at the Faculty.  

• A student who withdraws from a programme is 
allowed to be absent from the programme for a 
maximum period of four semesters. Beyond four 
semesters, he/she will not be allowed to resume 
the programme.

• In the event that a programme changes while 
the student has been within the withdrawal 
period, the student will comply with the 
requirements of the new programme. When 
complying with the requirements of the 
new programme, the student’s transcript 
will be reviewed. In the event that some of 
the old courses are equivalent to the ones 
in the new programme, the student’s grade 
will be maintained. However, when there is 
a difference and the courses are no longer 
relevant for the new programme and do add 
extra hours to the number of required credit 
hours for graduation, those courses and their 
grades will be removed from the transcript. 

Closing and Dropping out
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1. A student who fails in a course, subject to the 
specific requirements of the faculty and the 
curriculum of his/her programme of studies, may 
repeat the same course if the course is classified as 
a” REQUIRED” course; or replace the course with 
another course if it is classified as  “ELECTIVE”  as 
determined by the faculty.

2. A student will be allowed to repeat a course for a 
maximum of two times. Faculties and departments 
should offer academic support, in the form of 
guidance and tutorials in order to ensure that the 
student passes the courses during the third time.   

3. With the exception of the students in the final 
year, the load of repeated courses that students 
can take must not exceed two courses. The final 
year students are allowed to take three repeated 
courses.  

4. The total number of credit hours that a student 
having repeated courses can take will not exceed 
24.

5. A student is not allowed to carry a first year course 
to the third year and second year course to the 
fourth year. This makes mandatory that students 
take repeated courses during the next year. 

Failure in Course

• A student who misses out one semester without 
applying for a withdrawal will be considered a 
dropout from the University. 

• However, in the case where a student does 
not obtain a formal withdrawal and claims to 
have left on an emergency that did not allow 
him to apply for a formal withdrawal, and still 
wishes to resume his studies, he can write a 
petition to the Academic Board with written 
and authenticated documents that can prove the 
student’s claim. The Academic Board will review 
and make a decision.

6. Attendance of the lectures of the 
repeated courses can either be full 
attendance, partial attendance, or 
altogether waivered from the student, 
depending on his academic status.   
The decision to choose the appropriate 
option for the student will be made by 
the deans of faculties in coordination 
with the Dean of Academic Affairs.

7. The grade obtained after repeating 
a course shall not exceed ‘C’ grade 
and shall carry two asterisks in the 
transcript to indicate that it is a 
repeated course
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Credit 
Requirements
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• A. credit is defined as a lecture or recitation of 
one hour or two to three hours of supervised 
and assessed classroom instruction and/or 
laboratory work per week.

• Unless expressly provided for in these rules 
or in other directives issued by the Senate, the 
minimum credit hours to be taken by full-time 
undergraduate students shall be 15 credit hours 
and the maximum shall be 18 credit hours.  

• The semester load of transfer students will be 
determined on the basis of the minimum and 
maximum credit hours required.  

• The minimum total credits for four-year 
Bachelor’s programs shall be 120. The maximum 
shall not be more than 150.

• The minimum and maximum total credit hours 
for Bachelor’s programs longer than four-years 
shall be more than 150.

• Bachelor’s degree programs that 
provide students with opportunities 
for major and minor areas of 
specializations and major-minor 
combinations shall be worked out in 
ways that enable students to acquire 
acceptable degrees of specialization in 
both disciplines. 

• With prior approval of the Academic 
Board, certain faculties and 
departments may run Bachelor’s 
degree programs with a major only. In 
all such cases, the total count of credits 
in the major area shall not be below 
fifty percent of the total credit hours 
for graduation. 

• In degree programs that offer major-
minor opportunities, the minimum 
total credit hour requirement for a 
major shall be 60 and for a minor 30.

 ¤ The marks obtained for each 
course must be based on the overall 
performance in the coursework 
including assignments, periodic tests, 
mid-term tests, and final examination.

 ¤ Continuous Assessment Tests (CAT), 
which includes assignments, quizzes, 
periodic tests, and mid-semester tests 
shall carry 50% of the marks. 

 ¤ The final examination shall also carry 
50% of the marks.  The pass mark for 
all undergraduate programmes, except 
those of the medical faculty, is 50% 
marks; whereas the pass mark for the 
Medical Faculty programmes is 60%.

Major and Minor Fields

Distribution of Marks
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Examination 
Rules
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• The University has zero-tolerance to 
any kind of cheating in the exam and 
the student who cheats is subject to 
expulsion from the exam. 

• Only candidates who are registered for 
the course and not disqualified from 
the examination are allowed to enter 
the examination hall/room.

• No candidate is allowed to present 
himself/herself for any examination 
later than thirty (30) minutes after the 
commencement of the examination.

• Candidates are not allowed to take 
headphones, Mobiles, calculators, 
electronic devices, reference books, 
booklets, diagrams or pieces of 
paper or any written material in 
the examination hall/room unless 
permitted by the instructor

• Candidates shall not take out any 
answer books (Used or unused) or 
question papers in cases where 
answers are written on the question 
paper itself in the examination hall/
room.

• Candidates are not allowed to 
communicate with one another in 
any manner while the examination is 
in progress. Candidates who wish to 
communicate with invigilators shall 
raise their hands

• Candidates are not allowed to leave the 
examination hall/room within the first 
30 minutes after the examination has 
commenced.

• In ordinary circumstances, candidates 
are not allowed to be given any 
additional time except if allowed by 
the dean of the respective faculty and 
the examination unit.

• Candidates must observe and obey 
all instructions given by the chief 
invigilator or invigilators in the 
conduct of the examination.

• Candidates are advised to go through 
the examination timetable carefully. 
Any additional instructions or change 
to the timetable will be displayed on 
the notice boards. Candidates who miss 
the examination due to negligence (Not 
checking the changes in the timetable), 
will not be given a substitute 
examination.

• Only candidates with valid ID Cards 
will be allowed into the examination 
hall/room. Candidates without ID 
Cards will not be allowed into the 
hall/room unless some proof of 
identification is produced.

• Candidates taking recourse should 
have their registration slips with them 
as proof of eligibility to sit for the 
examination 

• Once candidates have taken their 
seats, they must place their ID cards 
and recourse registration slip for 
Invigilators’ inspection. Candidates can 
take back their respective ID Cards and 
recourse registration slip after they 
have been checked.
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• Candidates must follow all instructions 
printed on the answer book. All rough 
work must be done in the answer book 
only. Candidates are warned not to tear 
out pages from the answer books or 
write on pieces of papers. All answer 
papers, whether used or unused, must 
be left behind in the examination hall.

• The Chief Invigilator/Invigilator-in-
attendance will announce the end of an 
examination. After the announcement, 
all candidates must stop writing.

• Candidates are responsible for placing 
all examination scripts on the table or 
as specified by the Chief Invigilator, 
at the end of the examination to be 
collected by the Invigilators. Any 
misplaced script will not be accepted 
for marking.


